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The Semantic Shift of “Western Region” and the Westward

. 113 » .
Extension of the “Border” in the Tang Dynasty
Rong Xinjiang Wen Xin
( Research Center of Ancient Chinese History Peking University Beijing 100871 China;
Inner Asian and Altaic Studies Harvard University Cambridge MA 02138 USA)

Abstract: The exact referent of the term “Western Region” ( ) in the official source of the Tang Dynasty

changed drastically through time: in the early Tang Dynasty it retained its classical meaning and denoted the

area west of Dunhuang( ) . With the conquest of Turfan( ) in 640( ) however this
term began to be used for the area west of Turfan. The eventual occupation of the Four Garrisons( ) in
692( ) caused a further shift: it was used to mean only the area west of the Pamir( ); and
the area of the Four Garrisons ( roughly equivalent to contemporary Xinjiang) was called Anxi( ) instead.

Underlying such semantic shift was a profound transformation of the manner of governance which also brought
about the change in the idea of where the “western border” was among different individuals in the Tang
Dynasty.

Key words: Western Region semantic shift “border” in the Tang Dynasty
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