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Relations of the Gaochang Kingdom under the Kan Family with the Rouran Qaghanate and the
Western Regions during the Second Half of the 5" Century RONG Xinjiang @)
Documents recently unearthed from Turfan record the Gaochang Kingdom under the Kan
family sending people and horses to escort foreign envoys back in the ninth and tenth of the year
of Yongkang (474 and 475 AD). A ccording to the documents, these envoys were from the Rouran
(Ruanruan) Kingdom Uddyana in north India, Liu-Song in south China, the oasis-based Zihe
(Karghalik) at the southern fringe of the Tarim Basin, Brahman in the subcontinent of South
Asia, and Yanqi (Karashahr) at the northern fringe of the Tarim Basin. Also documented were
their missions and their route to Rouran via Gaochang. In the second half of the 5" century AD,
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tenth year of the Tianbao era (751) bear information on envoys from the Ningyuan kingdom
(Ferghana), a minor vassal of the Tang in Central Asia previously unattested in excavated
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between the Tang and the Arabs in the tenth year of Tianbao. The post-house records about the
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The statistical techniques applied in official selection in the early Tang Dynasty played a key
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documents of the Ministry of Personnel in the second year of Tiaolu of the Tang Dynasty (680)
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vacant official posts. By studying the counting of vacant posts to which these documents provide
clues, it is possible to further discuss another issue closely related to the statistics on vacant
posts : the balance between the number of candidates participating in the winter selection (%4E)
and the number of vacant posts. It also makes it possible to study the emergence of the
regulations on selection that were used to adjust the ratio between the two, as well as the origins
of this practice in the accounting system.
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A set of documents unearthed from ancient T omb 61 at Astana, Turfan, is related to one of
the official Census Registers of Tang dynasty, i.e., the Graded Labor Force Register. Study of
these documents and other related documents unearthed at Dunhuang and Turfan provide clues by
which we may find the procedure, method and locality of drawing up the Graded Labor Force
Register, and account for different forms of such registers in the documents unearthed. That may
in turn facilitate our understanding of the nature of this type of document and its practical use.

Li Ri or JuZhu Li Ri: A Further Discussion of the Relationship between the Name and the Form of
Calendars Unearthed at Dunhuang and Turfan CHEN Hao (60)

Judging from the Yongchun sannian li ri (Calendar of the Third Year of Yongchun [ 683
AD] ) recently unearthed at the site of the Taizang Pagoda in Turfan, and other related
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