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HISTORICAL RESEARCH NO. 1, 2001

A Survey of the International Symposium on the 100" Anniversary of the Boxer Movement
Liu Tianli Su Weizhi (46)

Topics
Songs of Dai, Records of Dai and the History of the Northern Wei
—An Examination of the Literary Inquisition around the National History Tian Yuqing (51)
Songsof Dai (“Dai” is a state by the Tuoba Tribe of Xianbei Nationality during the Sixteen-state
Period), a very popular work at court and among Xianbei aristocrats, was a national epic of the Tuoba
people. During the reign of Emperor Daowu a history of the early Wei, Rewrds of Dai, was produced
based on Songs of Dai. The “Introduction (Xuji)” to the History of the Wei was based on Records
of Dai. The chief editor and compiler of the two works was Deng Yuan. Since Deng Yuan died of a
false charge and Cul Hao also died in prison in connection with the case of national history the histori-
ans regarded w riting history of the early Northern Wei as dangerous and, as a result, historiography
ceased to flourish. Analyses of the origins of this “Introduction” reveal that the people of Tuoba expe-
rienced considerable pain and dilemma over certain problems in their early history. This provides an

example of ethnic integration in medieval China, which deserves our great attention.

Keywords: Northern Wei/ Songs of Dai/ Records of Dai /Cui Hao

The Cao Leaders of the Guiyi Army in Dunhuang were of Sogdian Descent Rong Xinjiang (65)

From 848 to 1039 the Guiyi Army governed the region centered on Dunhuang. This governance
by the Guiyi Atmy can be divided into two periods with the year 914 as the demarcation line. In the
early period the area was controlled by the Zhang family and in the later period by the Cao family. No
satisfactory explanation has yet been provided for the great differences in both the internal and ex temal
policies of the two periods. The author of this article suggests that the Cao rulers were of Sogdian de-
scent, and analyzes the characteristics of the Cao regime and its contribution to the history of Dun-
huang, the important posts in the Guiyi Army held by Sogdians, the marriages between the Caos and
Huihe people in Yutian and the status of Sogdians within the Cao regime.

Keywords: Dunhuang/Guiyi Army/Sogdians/Cao clan

The Cao Clan and the Guiyi Army Regime in Dunhuang Feng Peihong (73)
The well-known Cao clan had a significant influence on the politics of Dunhuang during the period
the Cen-

tral Plain and the Sogdians of Central Asia. In this paper the author examines the origins of the two

from the Western Han dynasty to the Song. The Cao clan in Dunhuang had two origins

Cao clans and the development of their power, and the origins of Cao Yijin, the commander of the
Guiyi Army. He concludes that the family of Cao Yijin was descended from the Sogdian Cao clan from
Central Asia, and that after he became commander of the Guiyi Army Cao Yijin pretended to be a de-
scendant of the Cao family of Jiao prefecture in order to raise the status of his family. The regime es-
tablished by the Guiyi Army and headed by the Cao family in fact consisted mainly of Sogdians. The
culture of Dunhuang revealed by manuscripts found at the Mogao Grottoes was the product of various
nationalities predominantly the Sogdians.
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