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ON THE CHU STATE BAMBOO SLIPS FROM JIUDIAN

by
Li Ling

The Jiudian bamboo slips were unearthed from two small Chu State tombs in Jingmen,
Hubei,during 1981—89. On the basis of his re-deciphering the original texts and correcting
several errors of the decipherment in the report Eastern Zhou Tombs at Jiudian,Jiangling
the author of the present paper makes a new analysis of the contents and structure of the
texts and divides them into three parts.

(1) Section One is a short text from Tomb No. 56 and can be named Cheng{(F&),or
Standards. This kind of text has never been found on the previously discovered Chu bamboo
slips. It describes the regulations of capacity and weight in the metrology of that time.

(2) Section Two is a long text,also from Tomb No. 56, which can be named Rishu{ H
HY,0r Almanac. This kind of bamboo text was frequently found in tombs of the Warring
States and Qin-Han periods, but the Jiudian almanac is the earliest among the bamboo
almanacs so far reported. Comparison of the calendar taboos Jianchu B and Congchen M
in this text with those in other ones shows that the Jiudian almanac does not bear much
similarity to the Qin Almanac from Shuihudi or to that from Fangmatan. In the author’s
opinion,this text consists of 11 paragraphs different in content.

(3) Section Three is from Tomb No. 621. The bamboo slips have been broken and most
of the characters have become illegible. It is very difficult to ascertain the contents of the
text on the basis of the few surviving words, which,however,seem to suggest that the text
might be an ancient philosopher’s work like Part I of the Changtaiguan bamboo manuscript
of the Chu State.

The author believes that these three texts will throw a new light on the contemporary

study of bamboo and silk manuscripts.
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